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RSK (Ireland) Ltd 
Registered office 

Spring Lodge • 172 Chester Road • Helsby • Cheshire • WA6 0AR • UK 
Registered in England No. 5857689 

www.rskgroup.com 

An Bord Pleanála,   
64 Marlborough St,   
Rotunda,   
Dublin 1,  
D01 V902 

22nd December 2023                                                                                                                                               
RSK Reference: 604569 

 

RE: SID Application For Planning Permission to Develop a Wind Farm and Ancillary 
Infrastructure within the Townlands Of Ballycar (North), Belvoir, Cloghera, Cloonsheerea, 
Cloontra, Cloontra East, Cloontra West, Crag, Derrynaveagh, Derryvinnaan, Drumsillagh or 
Sallybank (Merritt), Drumsillagh or Sallybank (Parker), Gortacullin, Knockbrack Lower, 
Knockshanvo, Kyle, Mountrice, Oatfield and Snaty (Massy), Co. Clare.  

Dear Sir / Madam, 

RSK Ireland has been appointed by Orsted Onshore Ireland Midco Limited (Orsted) to prepare and 
submit a planning application for the development of a wind farm within the above townlands of Co. 
Clare. The application is made for a 10-year duration planning permission with a 35 year operational 
life from the date of commissioning of the entire wind farm. 

This application is being made directly to An Bord Pleanála as ‘Strategic Infrastructure Development’ 
(SID) under the provisions of Section 37E of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended. 
The development description as per the public notices is as follows: 

I. 11 no. three-blade wind turbines with an overall ground to blade tip height range of 176.5m to 
180m, a rotor diameter range of 133m to 150m and a hub height range of 105m to 110m;   

II. Construction of associated reinforced concrete foundations, crane pad hard-standing areas 
and associated plant/switching gear;  

III. Construction of new permanent, internal site tracks and upgrading of existing tracks and 
associated drainage infrastructure including a clear-span bridge (circa 10m length), concrete 
culverts and the installation of an on-site Sustainable Drainage System (SuDS);  

IV. 2 no. temporary spoil storage areas: one in the western development area and one in the 
eastern development area;   

V. Erection of 1 no. permanent meteorological mast in the western development area with a height 
of 100 m above existing ground level;  

VI. All associated internal, underground electrical and communications cabling connecting the 
wind turbines to an on-site substation located in the western development area;  

VII. Provision of underground interconnecting 33kV IPP cabling and underground cable joint bays 
circa. every 750-1,000m for circa. 10.4km (joining eastern and western development areas) 
within the public road network including the R471;   

VIII. Provision of 1 no. 110kV onsite substation and parking in the western development area 
(Townland of Oatfield), along with associated control and switchgear building, associated 
electrical plant and equipment, associated security fencing, external lighting and lightning 
protection, security cameras and all associated infrastructure;  
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IX. All works associated with the connection of the wind farm to the national electricity grid, which 
will be via a loop-in 110kV underground cable connection (circa.  4.3km cable length and joint 
bays circa. every 750m), to the existing 110kV overhead line in the townland of Ballycar North, 
with 2 no. new 16m steel lattice end masts & associated overhead line electrical infrastructure, 
located at the interface with the existing 110kV overhead line;   

X. 2 nos. temporary construction compounds, including offices/meeting rooms, parking and 
transformer;  

XI. 10 no. individual site access points and tracks to turbines, on-site sub-station, met mast, 
temporary spoil storage & temporary construction compound areas from the local road 
network/public trackway running north of the R471;  

XII. Forest & tree felling to facilitate construction and operation of the proposed development;   
XIII. Temporary works to accommodate turbine delivery route (TDR) in the townland of Knockbrack 

Lower; 
XIV. All associated site development works including Construction, Operation and 

Decommissioning stage site-lighting, fencing and signage.  

This application for planning permission is accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR) and a Natura Impact Statement (NIS).  

Contents of Submission (2 no. Hard copies & 8 no. soft copies & 2 no. Hard copy to Clare 
County Council.) 

• Part 1: Planning Application Documents 
o Planning Application Form  
o Letters of Consent from Landowners  
o Confirmation of EIA Portal Notification  
o Planning Fee  
o Original plus copy of Newspaper Notice (December 2023)  
o Site Notice (December 2023)  
o Planning Report  
o Community Report 
o Letters to Prescribed Bodies e.g. Clare County Council 

 
• Part 2: Planning Drawings 

 
o Planning Drawings including schedule-of drawings  

 
• Part 3: EIAR in five volumes 

 
o Volume I- Non-technical Summary (NTS) 
o Volume II - EIAR  
o Volume III – Appendices 
o Volume IV – Photomontages  
o Volume V – Drawings & Figures  

 
• Part 4: Appropriate Assessment Screening and Natura Impact Statement ; and, 
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Please find attached Letters from An Bord Pleanála enclosed in appendix 1and  email agreements on 
drawing scales and site notice enclosed in appendix 2. 

Additionally, this SID application is accompanied by a planning application fee in the amount of 
€100,000. 

We trust all is in order.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

  
For RSK Ireland Limited 
 
Alison Harvey 
Principal Town Planner & Project Manager  
 
Nicholas O’Dwyer Ltd. part of the RSK Group 
 
[ENC.] 
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Appendix 2 
 



From: SIDS
To: Emily Gallagher
Subject: RE: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm
Date: 29 November 2023 10:18:33
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Ms. Gallagher,

I have been asked by An Bord Pleanála to refer to your email below.

The scales appear to be acceptable for lodging an application.

Please be advised that when submitting any application to the Board the applicant must
satisfy themselves that there is sufficient detail in the drawings to allow the Inspector
assess the application as that is the key requirement. The scales presented look as
though they will achieve that objective.

Kind regards,
Cora Cunningham
Senior Executive Officer

From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 28, 2023 9:39 AM
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Subject: RE: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm

Hi Cora,

Please find attached above a list of proposed scales we are planning on using for our upcoming
submission. Would you please be able to advise if they are acceptable.

We will follow up with a draft of our site notice in the coming days.

Kind Regards,
Emily

Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14

T: +353 1 296 9000
M: +353 86 127 8244
F: +353 1 296 9001
E: egallagher@nodwyer.com

www.nodwyer.com



From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie> 
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2023 4:43 PM
To: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com>
Cc: Alison Harvey <aharvey@nodwyer.com>
Subject: RE: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm

Dear Ms. Gallagher,

I have been asked by An Bord Pleanála to refer to your email dated 24th November
2023.

If you wish to forward us a copy of the public notice and proposed drawing scales we
can confirm if they in order for including in your application.

Kind regards,
Cora Cunningham
Senior Executive Officer

From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 24, 2023 3:54 PM
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc: Alison Harvey <aharvey@nodwyer.com>
Subject: RE: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm

Hello Cora,

Thank you so much for getting back to me on this.

We are preparing to submit our Windfarm SID application in the near further and are looking to
see if you would be able to have a look at our proposed site notice prior to submitting from a
validation point of view.

Also would you be able to provide us with the validation requirements needed to be met in
terms of scales for submitted drawings.

Kind Regards,
Emily

Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14

T: +353 1 296 9000
M: +353 86 127 8244
F: +353 1 296 9001



E: egallagher@nodwyer.com
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From: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie> 
Sent: Thursday, November 23, 2023 8:40 AM
To: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com>
Subject: RE: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm
 
Dear Ms. Gallagher,
 
I have been asked by An Bord Pleanála to refer to your email dated 22nd November
2023.
 
The requirement is to provide each of the prescribed bodies with a hard and soft copy of
the application documentation, however, we are aware that this is not necessarily the
preferred option. Therefore, the Board would advise that you contact each of the
prescribed bodies in advance to see how they wish to receive a copy of the documents.
 
Kind regards,
Cora Cunnigham
Senior Executive Officer
 
From: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 4:08 PM
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Subject: FW: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm
 
 
 
From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 4:05 PM
To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>
Subject: 20959 - Orsted Oatfield Wind Farm
 
Dear Sir/Madam,
 
I’m just looking to enquire to the protocol surrounding notifying prescribed bodies prior to SID
submissions.
 
Is notification via letter considered an appropriate way to close this requirement off with
reference to where to find the application documentation on our website as well as abp. We also
plan on informing the prescribed body a copy of all documentation can be provided to them if
requested.
 
Kind Regards,
Emily
 
Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning
 



Caution: CAUTION: This e-mail originates from outside of Nicholas O'Dwyer. Do not click
links or attachments unless you recognise the sender.

Caution: CAUTION: This e-mail originates from outside of Nicholas O'Dwyer. Do not click
links or attachments unless you recognise the sender.

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14

T: +353 1 296 9000
M: +353 86 127 8244
F: +353 1 296 9001
E: egallagher@nodwyer.com

www.nodwyer.com

Nicholas O'Dwyer Ltd. Consulting Engineers CONFIDENTIALITY, COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
NOTICE This email is confidential and may contain copyrighted or legally privileged information.
If you are not named above as an addressee it may be unlawful for you to read, alter, copy,
distribute, disclose or otherwise use the information in this e-mail. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail please contact us at: it@nodwyer.com. We take reasonable precautions
to ensure that data generated by us has been swept for viruses, but it is the responsibility of the
recipient to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this message and any
attachments will not adversely affect its systems or data. We reserve the right to monitor and
record email messages sent to and from this address for the purposes of investigating or
detecting any unauthorised use of our system and ensuring its effective operation.
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detecting any unauthorised use of our system and ensuring its effective operation.
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From: SIDS
To: Emily Gallagher
Subject: RE: SID Submission Query
Date: 30 November 2023 16:12:50
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon Ms. Gallagher,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your email.

The Board requires 2 hard copies and 8 soft copies of the application documents.

Kind regards,
Niamh

From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 3:40 PM
To: LAPS <laps@pleanala.ie>
Subject: SID Submission Query

Dear Sir/Madam,

Would you please be able to confirm that number of Hard and Soft Copies needed when
submitting a SID application.

Kind Regards,
Emily

Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14

T: +353 1 296 9000
M: +353 86 127 8244
F: +353 1 296 9001
E: egallagher@nodwyer.com

www.nodwyer.com

Nicholas O'Dwyer Ltd. Consulting Engineers CONFIDENTIALITY, COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
NOTICE This email is confidential and may contain copyrighted or legally privileged information.
If you are not named above as an addressee it may be unlawful for you to read, alter, copy,
distribute, disclose or otherwise use the information in this e-mail. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail please contact us at: it@nodwyer.com. We take reasonable precautions
to ensure that data generated by us has been swept for viruses, but it is the responsibility of the
recipient to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this message and any
attachments will not adversely affect its systems or data. We reserve the right to monitor and
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record email messages sent to and from this address for the purposes of investigating or
detecting any unauthorised use of our system and ensuring its effective operation.



From: SIDS
To: Emily Gallagher
Cc: Alison Harvey
Subject: RE: Drawing Validation Query
Date: 07 December 2023 14:50:19
Attachments: image001.png

Good afternoon Emily,

Thank you for your email. We can confirm that the draft site location plan and proposed
scale are acceptable to the Board.

Kind regards,
Evan

From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 7, 2023 11:56 AM
To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>
Cc: Alison Harvey <aharvey@nodwyer.com>
Subject: Drawing Validation Query

Dear Sir/Madam,

Please find attached our draft Site Location Plan above we are using the OS discovery series
1:25,000 we noted there is a precedent for this with the Coole Windfarms submission Reg. Ref.
309770.

Kind Regards,
Emily

Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14

T: +353 1 296 9000
M: +353 86 127 8244
F: +353 1 296 9001
E: egallagher@nodwyer.com

www.nodwyer.com

Nicholas O'Dwyer Ltd. Consulting Engineers CONFIDENTIALITY, COPYRIGHT AND DISCLAIMER
NOTICE This email is confidential and may contain copyrighted or legally privileged information.
If you are not named above as an addressee it may be unlawful for you to read, alter, copy,
distribute, disclose or otherwise use the information in this e-mail. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail please contact us at: it@nodwyer.com. We take reasonable precautions
to ensure that data generated by us has been swept for viruses, but it is the responsibility of the
recipient to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this message and any
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attachments will not adversely affect its systems or data. We reserve the right to monitor and
record email messages sent to and from this address for the purposes of investigating or
detecting any unauthorised use of our system and ensuring its effective operation.



From: Planning Office
To: Emily Gallagher
Subject: RE: SID Application Enquiry
Date: 30 November 2023 15:33:07
Attachments: image003.png

image004.png

Emily

I would suggest 2 copies – one for public display and one for the Area Planner.

Regards

Anne O’Gorman
Staff Officer
Planning Department
Clare County Council, Áras Contae an Chláir, New Road, Ennis, Co. Clare, V95 DXP2
T: 065 6846381 | E: aogorman@clarecoco.ie  | W: www.clarecoco.ie

From: Emily Gallagher <egallagher@nodwyer.com> 
Sent: Thursday, November 30, 2023 2:36 PM
To: Planning Office <planoff@clarecoco.ie>
Cc: Ursula Daly <udaly@nodwyer.com>; Alison Harvey <aharvey@nodwyer.com>
Subject: SID Application Enquiry

Dear Sir/Madam,

We have an upcoming SID application which we will be submitting to the Bord in the coming
weeks. We are just looking for confirm how many copies hard/soft you would require for public
display.

Also would you be able to confirm how the public will be able to view this for example is it going
to be displayed via hard copy or will it also be publish up on Clare County Councils website.

Kind Regards,
Emily

Emily Gallagher BSc
Town Planner – Environment & Planning

Unit E4, Nutgrove Office Park, Nutgrove Avenue, Dublin 14



Caution: CAUTION: This e-mail originates from outside of Nicholas O'Dwyer. Do
not click links or attachments unless you recognise the sender.
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recipient to ensure that the onward transmission, opening or use of this message and any
attachments will not adversely affect its systems or data. We reserve the right to monitor and
record email messages sent to and from this address for the purposes of investigating or
detecting any unauthorised use of our system and ensuring its effective operation.




